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Karen Baker

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2006 2:30 PM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Karl
lastname:  Frantz
Company:   Village of Shorewood Hills
street:    810 Shorewood Boulevard
city:      Madsion
state:     WI
zip:       53705-2115
email:     kpfrantz@shorewood-hills.org

comments:

Dear Transport 2020 Officials:

The Village of Shorewood Hills is suuportive of alternative transportation options that will help serve our Village and the 
greater urban area of Madison. We are also very supportive of transportaion projects thay will act to improve our natural 
environment. 

Given the fact that a rail and/or trolley  corridor may run through the Village, and  that the Village has an interest in stops 
in the Village to serve our businesses, as well as our working population, we request that the Village  be brought to the 
table early  in the process. Issues relating to stops, corridors,  and crossings should be broached with the Village now, to 
ensure that we remain an active proponent of this  future project.

We would like you to consider meeting with our Board and Plan Commission to present and discuss this project in more 
detail and to estblish a postive dialogue.

Sincerely,

Karl Frantz
Village Administrator



Karen Baker 

From: Robert Helm [robhelm@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2006 6:12 AM

To: comments@transport2020.net

Subject: April 26 meeting

Page 1 of 1

5/4/2006

I attended the meeting last night at Monona Terrace.  I think the Task Force is moving in the right direction in 
considering alternatives to diesel powered commuter trains on freight lines.  I believe the original concept 
faces these critical challenges: 1) Developing Ridership. More and more commutes are from one peripheral 
location to another (not from suburb to central city).  The commuter rail system set-up is based on an archaic 
model.  I live in Middleton and currently I have an outward commute.  On the other hand, it takes me 12-14 
minutes to drive downtown.  I would not use a commuter train.  When I arrived downtown by commuter 
train, what would I do -- walk?  2) Encouraging Urban Sprawl.  To the degree it is successful, the commuter 
system will encourage people to develop residences in outlying areas.  The suburbs and exurbs already have a 
price-competitive advantage over central Madison.  The commuter train would try to equalize transportation 
costs and therefore remove an advantage of central locations.  People living in outlying areas are not going to 
use a commuter train exclusively.  They will still have autos to drive kids to school, to the grocery store, other 
shopping trips etc. etc.  The train system may actually increase traffic in outlying areas.  3) Health and 
Safety.  The 13 mile corridor has over 40 street crossings at grade.  The original 2020 proposal had trains 
every 15 minutes 6 am to 6 pm and every 1/2 hour 6 pm to 11pm.  That's 116 crossings per day at over 40 
crossings --- over 4500 crossings a day at some of the most heavily traveled streets.  Will that add to 
congestion?  How will that be managed from a safety point of view?  How will the 13 miles of track be 
safeguarded?  The original idea was for diesel powered, "heavy", slow-to-stop trains.  What will this system 
add to the general noise level and pollution of the city?  4) Cost.  There are a lot of questions concerning 
cost.  For instance, the start-up cost of the commuter rail system will be high vis-a vis a street car system.  
The street car can originate over a much smaller area and at a lower initial capital cost.  Why not start that 
way? 
  
Please reconsider the commuter rail part of your plan and please give more thought to smaller, more human 
scale, people friendly modes of transportation.                           
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Karen Baker

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2006 10:18 AM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Mike 
lastname:  Klune
Company:   
street:    834 Sky Ridge Drive
city:      Madison
state:     WI
zip:       53719
email:     mklune@radioroadtrip.com

comments:

Some of the proposals I saw at the meeting on April 26th included running streetcars through the Basset neighborhood.  
Why you would completely bypass State Street, the main hub of activity for downtown and instead go through a very 
residential neighborhood makes no sense to me.  Even if it was decided to run a streetcar through the Basset 
Neighborhood, why down Main (as earlier proposed), Doty or Wilson streets?  These are very narrow 2 lane streets with 
on-street parking, cars bumper to bumper 24/7.  Also, this area is mostly residential housing, hardly a city-wide 
destination.

Just a few blocks over is West Washington Avenue which is a vastly underutilized very wide boulevard with more 
retail/office space than Main, Doty, or Wilson.  Currently it is only used for a wide 2 lane road with on-street parking.  
There is a very large area between the parked cars and the sidewalk to expand capacity.  I would envision a central 
landscaped boulevard, 4 lanes of traffic, a streetcar/bus lane, and parking.  Perhaps all that won’t fit, but my point being 
there is spare capacity on West Washington Ave, not on Main, Doty, or Wilson.

Keep up the good work!
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Karen Baker

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2006 5:16 PM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Mike
lastname:  Cechvala
Company:   N/A
street:    222 Merry St #8
city:      Madison
state:     WI
zip:       53704
email:     mcechvala@cityofmadison.com

comments:

You've mentioned several times that you're on board with the Streetcar study, and you're evolving with them.  But it's 
clear from your alternatives that your not.  You don't want to take a route through downtown, mainly, because of the cost 
of installing track on streets.  However, you fail to acknowledge that Streetcar is already doing that.  Streetcar has the 
same problem, they have no intention of building light rail lines on University or Johnson because it doesn't benefit their 
streetcar.  The additional cost of upgrading streetcar track to Light Rail track seems like pennies to me, and I have 
experience in the industry.  A little extra base course is dirt cheap, and an extra inch of concrete pavement is hardly worth 
talking about.

Clearly, the path of this project is trying to lean toward regional transit.  However, in terms of transit ridership, Madison IS 
the region.  If you want this project to succeed, you need to have it serve Madison.  That means more frequent stops (~
1/2 to 1 mile, more downtown) and not bypassing State St, campus, and the capitol square.  Transit has to work inside 
out, you start with good local circluation, then improve full city transit, and then bring in the commuters.  Madison doesn't 
have good local transit, so if you bring in the suburban commuters, they'll have no way to get around when they get here, 
and so they won't use transit.  Remember, it's a 15 minute commute from Middleton, and 20 or so from Sun Prairie, and 
you have to compete with that.  People didn't move to suburban Dane County to ride trains, they moved there because 
parking is cheap and plentiful and there are lots of nice fast roads.  People in Madison are transit starved, so serve them.
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Karen Baker

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2006 6:27 PM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Dawn
lastname:  Perry
Company:   Madison Cat Clinic
street:    1826 Fordem Avenue #21
city:      Madison
state:     WI
zip:       53704
email:     ladyofshallot73@yahoo.com

comments:

Hello,

I was sorry I was unable to attend the public meeting regarding Transport 2020 last week, but I did watch the committee 
meeting on Cable Access.

One concern I had while hearing various people discuss the streetcar option.  While this may be a more economical 
option in the beginning, I think it misses the point of installing a better transportation system in our capitol: easing street 
congestion while allowing better transit opportunities for those who do not wish to use their cars.

Street cars will only add to street congestion.  It's why buses as a mass transit option have for the most part failed; they 
do not ease traffic congestion (in fact in the Downtown and University areas they add greatly to congestion problems), 
and they have failed to provide accurate, timely transit to our citizens.  It seems to me the goal is to provide an alternative 
trasportation method that will not impede automobile usage while providing fast, timely transit for residents and visitors 
alike.  

I think the best answer to that would be some sort of rail system that exists apart of the existing motorways so that it does 
not impede automobile traffic nor is impeded by automobile traffic.  That would involve either an above-ground or below-
ground system, such as the CTA system in Chicago, that is supplemented by buses in areas where installing such a 
system would be difficult or unfeasable.  The up-front cost would be more, but the cost saved over time due to lower 
maintenance and fuel costs would off-set this.  The main concern with this type of system would be the noise, but this 
again can be controlled up to a point.

I have long been a student of urban planning philosophy and implementation, and have tried to look at what has worked 
in sucessful cities, both large and small, and what has not.  I am an avid rail supporter, and vehemently support the 
expansion of America's rail lines as a more economical and ecologically sound alternative to our crumbling and inefficient 
highway system.  While Americans should have the freedom to choose whether or not to drive their own cars, those 
Americans who can't afford to own their own cars (or pay for the gas and maintenence) should also have the freedom to 
shop, travel to their jobs, and visit freinds and relatives via an affrodable public transportation system.  What better place 
to demonstrate the value of public transportation, and the government's willingness to provide this for it's citizens, than in 
our own capitol?

Please keep these considerations in mind in your further planning and development of Transport 2020.  Please let me 
know if there is anything I can do to help support Transport 2020. Thank you.
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Karen Baker

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2006 2:58 PM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Phyllis
lastname:  Hasbrouck
Company:   West Waubesa Preservation Coalition
street:    3113 View Rd.
city:      Madison
state:     WI
zip:       53711
email:     phyllis@terracom.net

comments:

I attended the April 26  meeting and was impressed with the work that has been done already.  One big lack was not 
considering the line going south through Fitchburg, Oregon and Brooklyn.  There is a huge need there (witness the rush 
hour traffic jams in Hwy 14, Fish Hatchery Rd. and  Verona Rd.).  Please expand your area to include this existing line.  (It 
goes along Syene Rd.) 

 A "corridor city" built within one mile on either side of this line is being planned in Fitchburg.  It will be called "Green Tech 
Village," and it will be very green in its effect on the cliimate if people can hop on a passenger train to Madison or Oregon, 
but not so green if there is no passenger rail.  Then it will just clog up Fish Hatchery Rd. and 14 even more.

Fitchburg and Oregon own their section of track, and they have received a $400 K grant from the state of WI to fix it up, 
so they are doing their part.  I hope that you will do yours.  Thank you.  





Karen Baker 

From: Patrick McDonnell [pmcdonnell@tds.net]

Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 2006 11:50 AM

To: comments@transport2020.net

Cc: district10@cityofmadison.com; Fred Bartol; info@downtowntrolley.org

Subject: Feedback on Rail Options

Page 1 of 1

5/18/2006

To Transport 2020, 
Thank you for the informative session on 4/26 at Monona Terrace.   I would like express support for Alternative 3, the option that 
connects to the Dane County Airport.  It is important for commuter rail to link residents to regional and national transportation 
options (air travel and high-speed rail) in addition to providing for work-day commutes. 
  
It is also important to show how commuter rail will interact with streetcar and motor vehicle modes.   In the draft Tenney-Lapham 
Neighborhood (TLNA) Plan, we draw attention to the need for streetcar and commuter rail to (1) interact with each 
other, (2) enable and inspire park-and-ride transitions, and (3) link with air travel and inter-city rail. 
  
Attached are two hypothetical system maps from the draft TLNA Plan to illustrate what we are talking about.  To have a more 
productive public discussion, it will be important for the Transport 2020 and the Streetcar Study to begin drafting maps showing the 
inter-relationship of multiple modes of transportation. 
  
Last point - don't worry about East Washington reconstruction.  We should emphasize this highway for automobile use.  As our 
draft maps show, we envision the rail corridors and other isthmus streets for rail use.   Thank you for your hard work and your 
interest in gathering feedback. 
  
Sincerely, 
Patrick McDonnell 
Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association 
Traffic and Transportation Committee   
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Karen

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2006 1:16 PM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Zachary
lastname:  Pennycook
Company:   
street:    
city:      
state:     WI
zip:       
email:     zpennycook@hotmail.com

comments:

On this link, http://www.transport2020.net/alts.html, the proposals are jpg files.  It would look a lot better if they were pdf 
files.  With the jpg files, the image shrinks to the size of your computer monitor.
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Karen

From: help@badgerinternet.com
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2006 10:33 AM
To: comments@transport2020.net
Subject: Transport 2020 Comments

*******************************************************************************
firstname: Greg
lastname:  Rivard
Company:   Waunakee High School
street:    
city:      Waunakee
state:     WI
zip:       53597
email:     summoner985@netscape.net

comments:

I am currently doing a semester project related to the construction and research of Transport 2020. If we could set up a 
meeting to get any questions answered that were not put up on the website that would be greatly appreciated. If you'd like 
to contact me by phone, my number is 850-3252.

                                   sincerely,
                                  Greg Rivard




